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'PRESIDENT'S ME3SAGE.

CONGRATULATIONS,

A
to nation has passed since the last
wmembling of C We have,
- shoough a kind P enee, been blomsed
“with sbundant crops—have been sparad
feom complications snd war with foreign

pations. In our midst comparative bar- |

wmony bas been restored.
RESTORATION OF ETATES.

Ttis to be regretted, however, that s
Tree exercine of the elective (ranchise has
by violence and intimidation, been de-
wied 1o citigens in exceptional casen, in
ssveral of the Btates lately in rebellion,
wod & verdict of the propia has theraby

been reverred. The States of Virginia, |

Misaiseippi and Texss hive been restored
to representation in our national conncils.
Geargia, the only Btate now withont
‘Tepresentation, may confidently be expect

of peaco and genaral prosperity |

1795, batween the Uaited States and
Spsin. Representations of injories re-ul:-

izenn of the Uoited Btates, b
sach violstion. wers made to t

re

inat.
in view, an it was said, of the favorable

tranrdinary and arbitrary fanctions exer-
cised be the rx>cotive power in Cuba,
and wa were obliged to make oar com-
plaints st Madrid. In the negotistions

righta secored to their eitizens by treaty

. |shonld be respected in Caba, and that ss| States oor lost merchant marine.

thas opened and pending, the Uaited | 2
States ::rr claimed ':;n in the fatare the merce of immense magnitade, which will | ces of great barbarity, were sapposed by

SI;I-IBO-UJ_I—I-I States, were in viols- | hundred thon<end sonls, and yet posses-| ted high crimes within their borders, dnd
tian of the provisions of thy treaty nfl

opala

tha snn, capshl= of soppottiog T )
uxory

tion of one million of people in

ing to seversl oua claimiog to be cit- | The peopls of Sen Domingn sre sot ca-
. Toite - ranom of | plbh’.:f maintsining themaslves in +heir
Spa-ish | present condition, aod mast look outside
government from April, 1869. to Jane| for support. They yrarn for the protec-
The Bpsnish Mmister at Washing- | tion of our free inctitntions and laws, onr
{ton had been clothed with a limited pow- | progress and eivilizdtion. Bhall we re-
er to aid in redressing sach wrongs.  fose them? The arguisition of San Do-
That power was fonnd to be withdrawn, | mingo is desirable becsave of its geograph-
It ecommandas the entrance
sitnation in which the Island of Cuaba to the Csrrihean ses and the Isthmas
then wae, which, however, did not lead transit of commerce. [t possessea the
to the revocation or snepeasion of the ex | richest snil, tha best and most espacioos |

and Ih;.l gress

(iesl position.

harhore, most salubrious climate,
| most valuable prodacts of the mine sn
{na]l of any of the West India islsnds
| Ita possession by the United Statea will
in a few years baild np a coastwise com-

| g0 far toward restoring to the United
Tt will

ed to take her place there also at the he-| 0 the past, a joint tribnnal shoald be es-| give to ox those articles which we con-

gioniog of the new year, and then let oa | tablished in the United States, with foll | sume greatly and do not prodnce, thus |
hope will be completed the work of re- |
With an scqniesernce on | |
the part of the whole people in the m-l'onhl be required to prave hisoase. Oa |command of all tho Islands referred to, |
tionsl obligation to pay the pablic debr the other hand, Spain wonld be at lib. | and thoe prevent sn enem
‘created as the price of oar Union, the pro- | erty to traverse every material [act, and | possessing himwell of & rendezvons apon
wvisiona to oar dissbled solliers and sail- | | 2
ors, their widows snd orphans, and in case which at one time threatened seri- between the States bordering on the At-
the changes to the cooatitation which .
| United Btates and Spain han already been

construction,

‘have been made pecessary by the grest
reballion, there is no resson why we
should not advance in material prosperity
snd bappiness an no other nation ever did
after 00 protrected and devaststing & war. |

AMERICAN PROTECTION. ,
Boon slter the existing war broke ont

in Earope, the protection of the United |
Siates Minister in Paris wan invoked in |
favor of the North Germans domiciled in |
French territory. Instructions were in- |
oned to grant the protection., This has
been followed by sn extension of Ameri-
esn protection to citizsns of Saxony,
Hesee sud Saxe-Cobarg Gotha, Colam-
bis, Portogal, Uragaay, the Dominicisn
Republic, Ecasdor, Chili, Paraguiy and
Venesaels, in Paris. The chargs was an
onerous one, requiring constant and severs
labor, as well as the rxercise of patiencs,
prudence and good judgment, It has
been performed to the eutire satisfaction
ol this government, and, an [ am official-
ly informed, equslly ro to to tha satis-
{action of the government of North Ger-
many.
BECOGNITION OF TUE FRENCH REPUDLIC
A«soon ss | learned that a ropublic
bhad been proclaimed at Paris, sni tha |
the people of France had acqniesced in |
tbe chunge, the Minimter of the Uaited
States was directed by telegraph to rec-
oguize it, and tender my congratalations
aud those of the people of the Uaited
States. The estabimhment in  France
of a wystem of government disconnec-
f+d with the dynastic traditions of
Enrope, appeared 10 be a proper sab-
jest for the felicitation of Am-ricans.
Bhould the present struggle resalt in at-
tachiog the hearts of the French to oor
«impler formu of representative govern-
men!, it will be a subject of still farther
satisfaction to oor people While we
make no effort to impose our institations
apon the inhabitants of other countries,
and while we sdhere to oor traditions!
aenrality in civil interests elsew here, we
esnnot be indifferent to the spread of
Awerican political idess in a grest snd
highly civilizad country like France.

THE EUPOPEAN WAR.

We were ssked by the new government
40 ure our good offices jointly with those
-of the Earopean powers to the interest of
peace. Answer was made that the es-
tablished policy and the trae interest of
‘the United States forbade them to inter-
fere in European qnestions. Jointly with
the Earopean powers, I asgertained in-
formally and anofficially that the govera-
ment of North Germany was nol then
disposad to listen to such representations
from any powers, and though earnestly
wishing to see the blessinga of peace re-
stored to the belligerents, with all of whom
the United Biates were on terma of friend-
.hip, I deelined on the part of this gov-
erament (o tske » step which conld only
result in injury to our trus interests, with-
out sdvancing the object for which our
interveation wan fovoked. Shoold the
time come when the action of the United
‘States con hasten the retara of peucs by
4 vingle hour, action will be beartily ta-
kea. I dermed it prodent, by the nam
bet of per<ons of Germen and French birth
fiving ia the United Stat-u, to issue, soon

after an official notice of & state of wer
hed been teceived from both beligerents,
a proclamstion defining the daties of the
United States a8 & neatral, and the obli-
gstions of persnps residing within their
tecritory to observe their laws and the
laws of nations. The proclamstion
wal' followed by others, as circom-
stonces seemed to call for. The peo-
ple. thus acquainted in sdvance of their
daties and obligations, have assisted in
' ting viola*ions of the peatrality of
the United States,
THE CUBAN QUESTION.

1
]
]

| jurisdiction over all snch claims.

of correspondence and testimony submit-
ted by the two governments, and award-
ad to the United States the sum of 8100.-
700 00 in gold, which has since been
‘pwid-by the imperial gonesrament.
recent examples shw thet the mode hy
which the United Srates har proposed 10
Spain for aljn<ting the pending claims is
jnst and feasible, and that “it may be
agreed to by either pation without dis-
honaor.,

may ba scceded to by Spain withom
forther delay.
gotistions wnfortunately and anexpectad-
Iy ba without result, it will then become
my duty 1o eommunicate that fact 1o
Congre:s, snd invite its action on the snb-
jeot.

tween Spain and the allied Sonth Amer-
ican republicsa bas been inangurated in

Balonl‘
soch an impartial tribunal each claimant |

thas complete eqnity woald be done. A

onsly to affect the relstions between the

disposed of in this way. The claim of
the Col. Lioyd Aspinwall for the illegal
seigure and detention of that vessel was
referred to arbitration by mutnal consent,
and has resalted in an award to the Uait
nd Staten, for the owners, of the som ol'!
817 702 50 in gold. Another and long
pending elaim of like character, thst of|
the whale ship Canaila, has been disposed

of by arbitration during the present year; | to shandon the adjscent islands and seek

it wae relerred by the joint convinton of |
Brazil snl the Unitad States 1o the de- |
cision of Sir Elwird Thoraton, Her
Brittanic Majasty's Minister at W ashing
ton, who kindly nndertook the labarions
task of examining the volominons mass

It is hoped that this molerate demand

Shoull the pending ne

SPAIN AND SOUTHl AMERICA.
The long deferred peaca conference be-

Washington under the sospices of the
Upited Ststes, Parsuant tothe recommen-
dation eontained in the resolation af the
Honse of Representatives of the 17th of
December, 1856, the Ex=cativa Depart-
ment of the government offsred its friend-
ly ulli.e« lor the promotion of peace and
harmony hetwern Spaia and the allied re-
publics. Hesitations and cbstacles oc-
carred to the aceeptanes of the offer.  Ul-
timately, however, a conlerence was ar-
ranged, and was opened in this eity on
the 20.h of October last, at waich [ sno-
thorized the Secretary of State 1o preside.
It wea attended by the Ministars of Spain,
Pern, Chili and Ecoador. In conse
qnenee of the ahsence of a representative
from Bolivia, the confetence waa adjonrn-
ed ontil the sttendance of the plenipoten-
tisry from that repablie could be secured,
or other measures could he adopted to-
warda compassing its object.

The allied snd other repablics of Span-
ish origin on thia eontinent may see in
this fact & new proof of our sincera inter-
est in their wellare, of onr desire 10 gee
them blensed with good governments, ca-
pable of maintaining order and presers.
ing their respective territorial integrity,
sod of oar sincere wish to extenl our
own commercial and sacial relations with |
them. The time in probably not far dis. |
that when, in the natural course of events,
the Earopesn polit cal conpeetion with
this coatinent will cease. QOur policy
shoald be shaped, in view of this proba.
bility, #0 as to ally the commercial in-
tereats of the Bpunish American States
more closely to our own, snd thos give
the United States all the pre-eminence
and a!l the advantage which Mr. Monroe,
Mr. Adame and Mr. Clay contemplated
when they proposed to join in the same
Congress st Psnsma,

SAY DONINOO.

Daring the last session of Colgre-.l
treaty for the annexstion of the repablie
of 8an Domingo to the United States
failed to receive the reqnisite two-thirds

sidor  largely

rqualizivg our exporta and importa.  In

tha cane of forrign war it will giva o«
y from ngain

our coast. It will protect our cosst trade
lantie and those bordering on the Galf of
Mexien, and tothe Bshamaa and the Antil

len. Twice, we must, an it were, pasa
throngh foreign conntries to get by from
Georgin to the exst cosst of Florida.
Domingn, with a stahle government, nn-
der which her immenss resonrees can be
developed, will giva remunerative wages
to ten thonsand lsborers mow npon the

Island. This labor will take sdvantage|

of every availsble meana of transportation

the blessings of freedom and ite segnence,
and eich inhsbitant reesive ha rowsrd of
his own lsbor Portoe Rieo snd Caba
will have to abolish slavery ar & measars
of sell.prerervation to retain their laborers.
San Domingo will hecoms a large con

a'ng one of the richest loealities ander

| vscre. It would appear that the popular
| mind has become possessed with the ides

Bes | Baence and power, and that the time was

who may have sooght refoge abroed.
this puorpose, esirsdition tresties

"z-l Amwerican repablics, and others- are
progress. T

VESFZUELAN CLAIMS,
The sense of Congress % desired an
early as may be convenient opon the pro-
eeedinge of the Commission on Clasima
aguinat Veneziela. They are commoni.
eated in mesnsges of Mirch 4. 1869,
March 1, 1870, and Merch3l, 1570. It
has not been deemed advianble to distri-
| bute any of the money which has heen
received from that government antil Con-
ehall have acted upon the sabject.
THE TIEN TSIN MASSACRES.

The massacres of French and Rassian
residents at Tien-Thin, ander circumstan-

|

|some to have been premeditated, and to
|indicste & puarpose smong the popa-
Iace to cxterminste foreigners in the
Chinese empire. The evidence fails to
estatlinh such a supposition, Lut showa »
complicity by the loesl suthorities and
the mob. The government st Pekin,
however, msemns to have been disposed to
| falfill ite trealy ohligation no lur an it was
sble to do so. Unfortnnately the newa of
the war bétween the German States and
| France reached China sooa after the mas-

1

that this cootest, extending to Chinese
walers, woold neatralizs the Christian in-

coming when the soperstitions masses
might expel all loreigners snd restore
mandarin inflaence. Anticipating tronb-
le from the cause, 1 invite, France and
North Germany to make an sathorized
susprosion of hostilities in the East,
where they were temporarily suspended
by the act of the commanders, Lo act
together for the futare protection in China
of the lives and property of Americans
aod Egropesus.

THE BLAVE TRADE.

sumer of the prodoets of the Northern
farms and mannfactories. The chesp
rata st which laborers can be farnished,
with fond, tools and machinery, will

" Thsae | makn it hecesaniy ihat contignona islands

shoald have the same advantages in order

to compete with the production of sagar,
coffes, tohaceo, tropical fraits, &e.
will open tn o« & wider market for cur
prodocts,
of thess articles will ent off more than

This
The pradaction of onr apply
3100.000,000 of onr annnal imports, be |

increasing onr  exports
With soch s pictars, it is ensy 1o see how
oor large debt abroad is ultimately to be
extinguished.

With s balance of trade sgainst ns, in-
clading the interest of bonds held by for-
signers, and money shipment, hy oor citi-
zens travelling in foreign lands, rqual to
the entire yield of precions metals in this
connlry, it in not o essy to see how this
resnit is to be otherwise acoomplidhed.
The acqnisition of San Domingo is sn
adhesion to the Monron dactrine, and ina
mensnre of national protection.  1t"is as-
serting onr jast claim to & controlling in-
flnence aver the grest commereinl traffic
soon to flaw from west to east by way of
the Isthmns of Daricn; it is to build up
onr merchant marior; it is u forther new
market for the prodoets of onr farms,
shops and mannfictories; it is ta make
slavery inspportable in Cabs and Porto
Itico at onee, and nltimately so in Brazil.
It is to settle the unhappy conditinn of
(Cunba snd end an exterminating conflict
It in to proviie honest means of paying
onr honest debia withont overtaxing the
people. It is to Inrnish oar citiz-os with
the necessarien of everyday life, st cheap-
er rates than ever before, and it is in fine
a rapid stride towards that greatness
which the intelligence, indnatry and en-
terprise of the citizens of the United States
entitle this coontry to essome smong
nationa.

In view of the importanee of this qnes.
tion, [ earnestly nrge nron Congress early
action expressive of its views aa to the
best means of arqniring San Domingo
My soggestion is that by a joint resole-
tion of the twn Houses of Congress the
execative ba snthorized to appaint s com-
missioner to negotiste for a tresty with
the snthorities of Ssn Domingn for the
acqnisition of that Island, and that sn ap-
propriation be made to defray the eTpens-
es of snch commimion. The question
fion may then ba determined by the me-
tion of the two houses of Congress npon
& resnlotion of annexation, as in the case
of the arqnisition of Texas. Bo convine-
ed am I of all the advantages to flow
from the acquisition of San Domingo,
and of the great dissdvantages—1I might
-l-o_tt fay calamitiss—10 fow from non-
acquisition, that I believe the robjoct has
only to be investigated to be spproved.”

THE MEXICAN FREE PORTS.

It is to be regretted that onr represent-
stions in regard to the injarions  effects

vo'e of thea Benate was thoroughly
convinced then thet the best interests of
the conntry. commercially and materisl-
ly, demanded its ratifieation. Time bas

It is not naderstood that the dondition | only confirmed ms in this view: I now|

of the insnrrection in Caba has material- | firmly believe that the moment it is knosn

Iy ohanged, since the closs of the last thet the United States

has entirely aban-

esesion of Congress’ At an early s'age doned the project of secepting ae & part
of the contest, the authorities of Bpsin | of its territory the islead of S8an Domin-

rated asystem of arbitrary arrests;  go,
confinement; of military trial and | Ear
execation of persons suspected of com- a large commercial city will spring up, |
plicity with the incurgents, and snmmary | to which we will be tributary without re- |
of their propertien and requisi- ceiving corresponding benefit. The gov-

of.

8 free port will ba negotisted for by
apean nations. [z thebay of Samana

tions of theit reveanes by executive war- eroment of Ban Domingo bas volantarily

especially upon the revenne of the United
| States of the policy of the Mexican gov

|erament in exempting Trom impost daties
{ ® large tract of its territory on our bor-
| ders have not only been fraitlean, bat thet
|it in even in that conntry 10 ex-
 tend the limits within which the privilege
|adverted tn bas hitberto bern enjoyed.
rTh expediency of looking iato sad giv-
|ing your considerstion to the proper
| means for coontervailing the policy refer-
red to will, it is presumed, engags yoar st-
teation.
EXTRADITION TREATIES.

It is the obviooa interest,

i i e b

especially of
Boch proceedi fi t ht this tion. It is s wesk eeighboring wations, to provide sgainet
.':n the p::wu :‘:ro:m.; :l‘ :J{J;:'ir. u-b-.i:‘:;n':uy less tha one’ immuonity to those who msy bave commit- By the firat articls of

Bince the adjonrnment of Congress, the
ratification of the tresty with Grest Brit-
sin for the sbolition of the mised eonite

the slave trade ia now confined to the eas
tern coast of Africa, where the slaves are
taken to Arsbian markets.

NATURALIZATION,

The ratification ot the natorsl’zilion
conventions between Grest Britiso and
the United States have also been exchan-
ged daring the recees, and thos s long
standing dispute bet ween the governments
has been seltled in accordance with prin-
ciples always contended for by the Uni-
ted States.

A BOUSDARY QUESTION.

In April last, while engaged in loealing
» military reservation near Pembins, »
corps of engineers discovered that the
commonly received boondary line be-
tween the United Btates and the British
possession at that place is sbont 5700
fest sonth of the trne position of the
tenth parallel, snd that the live whea
seen on what is uow sopposed to be the
tine position of tha parallel wonld leave
the fort of the Hudson's Bay Company
st Pembina within the territory ' of the
United States. The information being
communicated to the British government,
I' was reqnested to consent, and I did
consent, that the Biitish occupation of the
fort of the Hodeon Bay Company should
continue for the present. 1 deem it im-
portant, however, thet this part of the
bonndery line shonld be definitely Gxed
by 8 joint commission of the two govern-
ments, and sabmit therewith estimates of
the expense of sach a commission, on the
prrt of the United States, and recommend
an appropristion for that purposs. The
lsnd boondary is alresdy fxed wnd
marked from the sommit of the Rocky
Mountasios to the Georgisn bay. It should
now be in like manner marked from the
Lake of the Woods to the sommit of the
Rocky Mountainos.

THE ALABAMA CLAINS.

T regret to sy that no cenclosion has
heen reached for the adjostment of the
claims against Great Britain, growing ont
tol the conrse adopted by that gaverament
doring the rebellion. The cabinet of
London, so far as its views have besn
expressed, does not sppesr to be willing
to cooclade that Her llaj.g,'. govern-
ment was guilty of negligence, or did or
permitted any aet daring the wer by
which the United States has jnat esaee of
complaint. Our frm and unslterable
conviciions are directly the reverse, and
I therefors recommend to Congress to
sothorize the sppointment of a commis-
sion to take proof of the amoants and the
ownensbip of the clsims on noties te
the representative of Her Mejesty
Washington, snd that sotbority C;i.,.
for the settlement of these cluima by
the United States, s0 1that the government
shall bave the owsmership of the private
claime as well as the responsible eontrol
{of all the claims sgsinst Grest Britsin.
| It cannot be necessary 10 add that when-
ever her Masjasty’s government shall ep-
i tertain tke desire for a fall and friesd Iy
| adjastment of thess claims, the United
' Biates will enter upon their considers-
|tion with sn asrnest desire for s conela-
| closion econsistent with the homor sad
diguity of both pstions. -

TER FISHERIES.

| The eourse vursued by the Canadisn
| suthorities towsrd the Gshermen of the

convention of }BIS, it canoot be acqai-
eaced in by the United States. It is hoped
thet it will not be insisted on by Her

st | gater the waters of the United Btates.

the

of the British coast.

give iotrading 6-bermen of the United

sin. Tbe imperisl government’ia nnder-
stood to have delegated the whole
o share of its jurrisdiction or control of
theee fishery grounds to the colonial
sathority koown as the Dominion of
Canada, and thin semi indenendent bat
irresponaible sgeat has exercised its dole-
Rited powers in sn unfriendly way.
Veasels have been seizad withoat notice
or warsing, in violstion of the caostum

taken into the colonial ports, their voy-
ages broken, snd the vassels condemned.
There is no resson to believe that this
unfriendly
designed
bardy fishermen of the United States, with |
a view of political ¢ffect upon this govern
meat. The statates of the Dominion of
Usnada assnme a still broader snd mare
untenable jarrisdiction over the vessels of |
the United States. They satherizs offi-
cers or persons to bring versels hovering
within three miles of any of the coasts,
bays, creeks or harbors of Canads into,
port to search the cargn, 1o rximine the
master on oath touching the cargo and
voyage, and to inflict opon him & heavy
pecuniary penalty if Lroe answera ara not
given. And if soch & vessel is fonnd
preparing to fsh within three marine
miles of any soch coasts, baye, creeks or
barbors withoot » license, or after the
expiration of the psrio! named in the last
license grauted to it, they provide tha
the veseel, with her tackle, &c., &e¢., shall
be forfeited. Tt is not kniwn that any
condemnations have been made uonder
this statute. Should the suthorities of
Canada sttempt to enforce it, it will be-
come my duty to teke such steps as may
be necessary to protect the rights of the
&n.ad the Usited Riatsa. It beey
clsimed by Her Masjesty’s officers
that the fishiog vessels of the Uaited
States bave no right to _enter the open
ports of the British possesions in North
Americs, except for the purpose of ahelter
and repsiring dsmages, or parchasing
wood snd obtaing water; that they have no
right to enter st the Bristish Costom
honses, or to trade, except the purchase of
wood snd water, and that they must de-
pert within twenty-foar bours sfter no-
tice to lesve. It is not known that sny
reizure of a fishing vessel earrying the
flag of the United States has been made
onder this claim. So far as the clsim is
founded on sn allegad constroction of the

Majesty’s government. Daring the coa-
ference which preceded the negotation of
the convention of 1818, the British com -
missioners proposed to expressly exclade
the ishermen of the United State from
the privilege of cerrying on trade with
any of Her Britanic Msjesty’s sahjects
residing within the limits assigned for
their ose, and also thst it should not be
lawfal for the vessels of the United States
engaged in sach fishery to have on board
any goods, wares or merchandise whatev-
er, except such an may be necessary for
the prosecution of their voyages to sad
from eaid fishing groonds, snd sy ves-
sel of the United Siates which shall coa-
travene this reguletion may be se'zad,
condemned and confincated with her ear-
go. 'This proposition, which is idestical
with the constrnction now pot opon the
langnage of the convention, was empha-
ieally rejected by the American commis-
wioner, and thereapon was abandoned by
the British plenipotentiaries, and article],
as it staods in the convention, was sub-
stitnted. If, however, it be said that
thin claim is founded on provineial or
co'onisl atatutes sud not npon the conven-
tion, this government cannot but regard
them »# oniriendly and in ‘contravention
of the rpirit, i not the letter, of the trea
ty, for the faithfal execation of which the
imperisl government is alone responmble.
Anticipsting thst sn sttempt may pos-
sibly be made by the Censdisn suthori-
ties in the coming -n?. to repesl their
enpeighborly act towsrds our

I neo--l:nl you to confer mpom the
Executive the power to saspend by pro-
clsmation the trapsit of goods, wares snd
merchandise in bond, scross the territory
of the Ugited States to Canads, sad far-
ther, should such sn ulnn:h measors
become mecesssry, losaspend opers-
tions of any lswe whersby the vessels of
the Dominion of Cansda are permitted to

NAYIGATION OF THE §T. LAWRENCE.
A like unfriendly disposition has been
manifested on the part of Canada in the
maintenssce of the clsim of theright to ex-
clude tha citisens of the United Btstes from
the navigation of the St. Lawrence. This
river constitales s psioral outlet to the
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*Ulild Btales during the pagt season has
|mot been marked by o frisndly feoling.
the copvention of

1818 between Grest Britain snd the Ui
ted Btates, it was sgreed that the inbabi-
tavts of the United States shonld have
been concluded with several of sbe Cea- }lorever, in common with British sabjects,
U of taking 6sh in certain weters
oot incloded o the limits nemed in|
the convention within three miles of ports ted 1

It bas been the raston for many years to

previously prevailing, and bave been|

| fra

frea for the subjects of both cre In|
1803 he " Argeatine Conledas s, by
treaty, threw open the free navigation of

so doing, she exercises barshly sn extreme

similar voysges. To state such a pro

;u. sdministration of John Qincy Al

| ment that the inhabitants of & eount

bava a natorsl right to enjoy the paviga-
tion of that river to and into the sea, even
though passing throngh the territory of
another power. Thia right does not ex-
clude the coequal right (o the soversign
possessing the territory throngh which the
river debouches into the sea to make sach
regulations relative to tha policy of the

i
f

|

Mg an sccoss to our lake ports which
wounld be denied to American vessels on

position is to refate its justice. Dnrinlg | American ship ba
Mr. Clay unquestionsb'y demonstra-
be natural right of the citizsas of the '
United States to the navigation of this | D"_P‘ﬂm“ of State calls for the esrly
river, claiming the act of the Coogress of *¢ti00 of Congress. The baildiag now
Vieans, in opening the Riine and other ™0'ed by that department i & Irail stroe-
»States a reasonable warning of the viols- | rivers 10 all nations, showed the jodg- | tare, at an incoaveniont distance from the
tion of the technical rights of Great Brit-| ment of Earopesn jnrists, snd the state- | *3*°0live mansion and from the other

=ome cost to the national treasary, |

sach encourasgement will begiven na

secure American shipping on the soa sad
ilding at bome. -

TRE DILAFDATED §TATE DEPARTMRNT.

‘The condition of the archives st the

|

{ departments. Tt isilly adepted to the

or | throogh which a pavigable river pasees PUTPOse for which it is used; bas mot

| capacily [0 secommodste the srphives,
isod is not Breprool, Its remote sitos-
{tion, its slender comstroction, and the
jabsenca of a sapply ‘of water in the

neighborhood, leaves but little bope of
[ safety for either the bailding or its com-

{tents in ca<e of the occurrsnce of s fire.

Its destruction would involve the_lossjol

navigstion s muy be ressonabiy neces D@ rolls contsining the original scts s

ssry; but those regulations whould beT®solutions of Congress, of the historio

wed in  liberal spirit of comity, and
shocll not impose needless burdens upon

vantageons to arrange these regulstions
by motual agreemeat.

The United States are realy to make,

any ressonable arrangsment ss to the
navigstion of the 8t. Lawrence which
mey be suggested by Great Britain. If
the clsim mule by Mr. Clsy was jost
when the popalation of the Etates border-
ing on the shores of the Iskes was only
3 400.000, it now derives grester force
snd rqnity fiom the incresead popalation,
wealth, prodaction and toonsge of the
States on the Consdisn frontier. Since
Mr, Clay alvanced his srgument in be-
balf of our rizht, the principle for which
he contendel has been freqnently and by
variogs oations ‘zvl by a law or by
tresty, and bas been extended (o several
other great river. By the treaty concla-
ded at Mayence in 1881, the Rhine was
declared free from the point where it is
navigsble in'o the ssa. By the conven-
tion between Spain and Purtugsl, conela-
ded in 1835, the navigation of the Douro
thoroanghont its whole extent was made

the Parana and Urognay to the merchant
vessels of all nations. In 1836 the
Crimesn war closed by a treaty which

provided for the free navigation of the
Danobe. Ian 1838, Bolivis, by treaty,
declared it regarded the rivers Amazon
and La Plata, in acordancy wth fixnd
principles of nstional law, as h’ghwsyn,
or cheonels opened by natare for the com- |
merce of all pations. [a 1859 the
Parsgusy waa made free by tresty, snd
December, 1866, the Emperor of Braz'l,
by imperial decres, declared the Amezoa
to be open to all the frontier of Brazil to
the merchant ships of all nations. The
greatest living British suthority on this
subject, while ssserting the abstract right
of the British claime, says it seems diffi-
cult to deny thst Great Britsin may
ground ber refussl upom strict law, bot
it is equally difficalt to deny, first, that in

snd hard law. Becond, that her conduet
with respect to the navigation of the St
Lywrence is in glering and discreditable
inconsistency with ber conduct with res-
pect to the navigation of the Mississippi. |
On the ground thet she possessed » small |
domain in which the Mississippi took inl
rise, she insisted oa the right to navigste

the entire volame of its waters. Oa the

groond thatshe both bankaof the

St. Lawrencs where it debouches itsell
into the ses, she denies to the United

States the right of aavigstion, though

aboat one half of the waters of Likes
Ostario, Erie, Haron, Baperior, snd the
whole of Lake Michigan, are the property

of the United Btates. The whole nation

is interested in securing throngh trems-

porstion from the agricultaral Btates of
the West to the Atlantic sea-board. To
the citizons of these Biates it secores o
greater return for their labor. To the
inhabitsnts of the sesbosrd - it offers
cheaper food; to the natioa an inerease
in the snousl sarplos of wesith. It s
hoped that the government of Great Brit-
sin will ses the jnstice of abandoming the
narrow and inconsistent claim to which
ber Canadisn provioces have arged ber
sdberence.

OUR DEPRESSED COMMERCE

is & subject to which I called your spe-
cisl sttention, st the lsst seasion. I rug-
gested that we will in the futors bave to
look more to the conniries Boath of wue,
sad to China sad Japsa for its revival.
Onr representatives to all thess govern-
ments, bave exerted their inflornce 1o en-
courage trade between the Usited Btstes
and the countries to which they are se-
ereditad; but the fset sxists that the carry-
ing is done almost entiraly in forsign bot-
toms, and while this stete of alfsirs exiata
we esnnot control our doeshareolthe com-
merce of the world. That between the
Pacific States and Chine sad Jspan is
sbout all the esrrying trade mow com-
docted in Americsn vessela. 3

i

records of the Rewolution and of the
Confederition, of the whole rolls of

and vexations trestment was | commerce“which has the right of transit, (iplomstic end consuler srchives since
to bear harshly upom the It his been foun] in practice more ad- D€ adoption of the Oonstitation, sed of

the meny other valaable records and pa-

pers left with thet department when it

was the principal depository of the-

goveromen? archives. I recommend am

appropristion for the construction of &

building for the Department of the Btate.
TRANSFER OF DUTIRS.

I recommend to your reconsideration
the propriety of transferring to the De-
pertment of the Interior, to which
seem more sppropristely to belong,
powera aud daties in relation to the Ter-
ritories with which the Department of
State is now charged ly low or
and from the loetrior Depariment m
War Department the Pension Baresa, so
far s8 it regolates the payment of sol-
diers’ pensions. 1 wonld faither re-
commend that the payment of naval
rions be transferred to the buresas om
Navy depsrtment. '

THE ESTIMATES.
The esstimates for the ex of the
government for the Gscal year are $18,-
241,846 O1 less than for the corrent one,

ent year, for the same items, 88,972,12755.
In this estimate, bowaver, is incladed
§22,338,278 37 for pablic works hereto-
fore begnn under Congressionsl provi-
sion, and of which only so much is asked
as Congress may choose to give. The
appropristion for the same work for the
presoat fiscal yesr was 811,981,518 0S.
OCR _CURRENCY.

Thae average valne of gold 88 compared
with national currency for the whole of
the yesr 1560 was sbout 184, and for
eleven months of 1870 the ssme rolative
uinthbu been aboat 115. The sp-
proach to s specie basis is tifyi
bat the fact eannot be de:i:i’lg:: t:’o'.is:
stability of the valge of oor currency is
prejndicisl to our prosperity, and tends to
kerp ap prices to the detriment of trade,

The evils of  deprecisted snd foeta-
ating carrency ere so grest that mow,
when the premiom on gold bas fallen so
much, it wou'd seem thst the time has
arrived when, by wise and pradent legis-
Istion, Congress should look to » policy
which would place our cn st per
with gold at no distsnt day. The tax
collected from the peopls bas been redac-
ed more than righty millions of dollars
per annom. By stesdiness in our present
coarse there is no resson why, ia & few
short years, the national tax gatherer may
not dissppesr (rom the door of the citizen
almost entirely.

REVESUR REFORM.

With the revenue stamp dispensed
the postmasters in every pﬂ..llh’.‘:
tax npon liqnors of all sorts sad tobaceo
m all its forms, and by & wise adjostment
of the teriff, which will put a doty osly
apon those srticles which we o—ﬂ R
pense with, known as loxuries, snd om
those which we ase more than we

-bat exesed the sppropriations far the

Bevenoe reform has not been defiaed
by any of its sdvocstes to my knowiedge,

|

!
i

TF
i
| 2

f

H
F
E

§

b
;
L

j

{

&

vfe

i
1
il

1]
=
L

i
E

§

£
i

i
?

e,

R —— e e



